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object. His sensitive nature grieved at the poverty and
suffering of his country, and he ''dreamt high dreams," as
Sister Nivedita put it, for her future. His sense of history
gave him the proper perspective, for no one knew better
than he did the richness and the glories of India's
heritage, and the pro-cess of history by which the once
proud civilisation which had led the world had entered into
a period of temporary decline. His wide travels in Europe
enabled him to compare the progress made in these coun-
tries since the Industrial Revolution with the state of com-
parative stagnation in his own land. But he lived in an
age when the Indian Renaissance had already heralded a
new dawn in India, and he was anxious not only to make
his own contribution to this resurgence in thoughts and
ideas, but also to hasten the process of economic and
political changes by creating an economic and political
consciousness among his own countrymen, on the one
hand, and by arguing with the ruling authorities, on the
other, to make the necessary changes which would at least
not obstruct, if not hasten, the process of transformation. To
what extent he succeeded in his endeavours and wha,t con-
tribution he made to the building up of a new India will be
considered in the next two Chapters. It would suffice here
to describe the motive force behind the tremendous effort
that he put in throughout his busy life, the attitude and the
trame of mind that he brought to bear on his work, and the
objectives that he had in view.
A remarkable characteristic that guided him throughout
his life was that of moderation and restraint. It did not
arise out of weakness, but out of what he considered to be
the practical realities of the situation, and out of his keen
desire for orderly progress, stage by stage, in a thoroughly
constitutional manner. It is possible to criticise. Ms mode-

